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YEAR END REVIEW

It has been wonderful to see family and friends reunited and to be able to attend events in
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person again after a year of lockdowns. We hope that Esports Wales has provided you with

some memorable experiences and accomplishments to look back on.

This is a great opportunity to reflect on the achievements we made together in 2022 and to

share with you some of the projects we have planned for the coming year.

There have been many highlights for esports in Wales this year. We welcomed new esports
teams fromm Cwm Rhymni, Cambria, Bridgend, and NPTC college, and our college and school
teams continued to excel in the esports scene, setting a strong foundation for the future of
esports in Wales. We have seen the introduction of a South Wales University esports society,

which is helping to strengthen the university's presence in the NUEL and NSE.

Esports Wales had an outstanding year, with numerous accomplishments to our name. We
made it to the Top 8 in Europe for Rocket League and the Top 32 in Europe for Tekken at the
Baku tournament. At the Commonwealth event in Birmingham, we were the only team to
qualify in every discipline, and we brought home Gold in the Rocket League open, Silver in the
Efootball Women's category, and Bronze in the Efootball open. In September, we represented
Wales at the Montenegro tournament, where we made it to the Top 16 in Europe for Efootball.
Finally, at the World Esports Championships in Bali, we placed in the Top 16 in the world for
CSGO and the Top 32 in the world for Efootball. These achievements demonstrate the hard

work and dedication of our players and staff, as well as the support of our community.

In addition to our competitive efforts, we have also had the pleasure of collaborating with
Creative Wales, the Welsh Government, and our sponsors Deal Me Out and HyperX to host
multiple community tournaments. While we have had to make some changes to our rosters,
including letting Tan and 1a go, we believe these changes will help support the growth and

development of the esports scene in Wales.
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Looking ahead to 2023, we have exciting plans in store. We will be launching the first Welsh
Esports League, the Welsh Masters, and will continue to participate in international esports
events. We also have some special projects in the works. Most importantly, we will continue to
work towards creating clear pathways for players and talent to enter the esports industry and

to showcase Wales as a top contender on the international stage.

On behalf of the staff at Esports Wales, | would like to express our gratitude for your support

and to wish you a successful and enjoyable year in 2023. Good luck and have fun!

Sincerely,
Director of Esports Wales
John Jackson

At Esports Wales, our mission is to cultivate a thriving esports ecosystem in Wales that

promotes inclusivity, drives excellence, and empowers individuals. We are dedicated to
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supporting competitive gaming from the grassroots to the professional level, while increasing

awareness and elevating the standard of Welsh esports.

Through our initiatives, we aim to provide opportunities for esports talent in Wales to be
scouted by professional teams, both nationally and internationally. By hosting and sponsoring
tournaments nationwide, with a strong focus on Welsh participants, we create platforms for

aspiring esports athletes to showcase their skills and compete at the highest level.

We are committed to fostering a supportive and inclusive gaming community, where gamers
of all backgrounds can come together, share their passion, and grow together. By promoting
fair play, respect, and positive interactions, we create an environment that nurtures personal

development, camaraderie, and friendships.

Esports Wales strives to be at the forefront of industry trends, technologies, and innovation.
Through educational initiatives, coaching programs, and workshops, we empower individuals
to enhance their skills, understand the esports landscape, and pursue fulfilling careers in this

dynamic field.

Our ultimate goal is to position Wales as a leading destination for esports, renowned for its
talented gamers, supportive infrastructure, and vibrant community. By embracing our
mission, we aim to make a lasting impact on the esports industry in Wales, driving economic
growth, inspiring individuals, and fostering a sense of belonging and achievement within the

gaming community.
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OUR WORK

This year has been marked by significant developments, including the establishment of the
Esports Wales Academy Program and the expansion of the Welsh Esports League and hub
system. These initiatives have played a pivotal role in fostering talent, driving community

engagement, and solidifying Wales's position within the esports industry.

o Esports Wales Academy Program:
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The introduction of the Esports Wales Academy Program stands as a major achievement in
our commitment to talent development. The program provides aspiring esports players with
structured training, coaching, and mentorship opportunities, empowering them to reach their
full potential. Throughout the year, the Academy Program has nurtured and honed the skills
of numerous young talents, paving the way for their success in local and international

competitions.

o Welsh Esports League Expansion:

The Welsh Esports League has experienced significant growth and evolution, emerging as a
thriving platform for competitive gameplay. The league now encompasses a broader range of
game titles and genres, catering to diverse interests and attracting a larger participant base.
The introduction of a robust hub system has fostered commmunity engagement, enabling local

players to connect, compete, and forge meaningful connections within their respective

regions.

o Community Engagement and Outreach:

Esports Wales has actively engaged with educational institutions, establishing partnerships to
promote esports curricula and qualifications such as BTECs and UALs. Our presence at schools
and colleges has helped create awareness about the opportunities within the esports industry,
encouraging students to pursue their passion and build careers in this dynamic field. Through
workshops, forums, and events, we have continued to build a vibrant and inclusive community

where esports enthusiasts can connect and learn from one another.
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O Collaboration and Partnerships:

We have forged strategic collaborations and partnerships with renowned brands, educational
institutions, and other stakeholders within the esports ecosystem. These partnerships have
contributed to the growth and sustainability of our initiatives, enabling us to deliver high-

quality programs, secure resources, and broaden our reach. The support and engagement

from our partners have been invaluable in driving the success of Esports Wales.




FINANCIALS

Over the past three years, the esports industry in Wales has experienced a remarkable increase
in turnover, indicating a growing trend and a promising future for the sector. This surge in
turnover can be attributed to several factors, including the rising popularity of esports globally

and the concerted efforts made by Wales to develop its esports ecosystem.
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Esports Wales Turn over
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Year after year, the turnover of esports in Wales has been steadily climbing, showcasing the
industry's robust growth. The increasing number of esports tournaments, both domestic and
international, hosted in Wales has played a significant role in attracting attention and fostering
growth. These events have brought in professional teams, players, and enthusiasts from

around the world, contributing to the overall turnover of the industry.

Furthermore, Wales has recognized the potential of esports as a lucrative industry and has
actively taken steps to support its growth areas. The government and relevant stakeholders
have collaborated to create a favourable environment for esports development, including
investing in infrastructure, organizing training programs, and establishing partnerships with

educational institutions.

SUMMARY ‘

Cash 2022 2021 2020

Cash received 64,461.96 40,856.37 10,815.15
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https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2022-01-01&to=2022-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2021-01-01&to=2021-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2020-01-01&to=2020-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false

Cash spent 73,281.96 37,696.88 4,870.09
Cash surplus (deficit) (8,820.00) 3159.49 5,945.06
Closing bank balance | 284.55 9,104.55 5,945.06

In addition to the growth of traditional esports events, Wales has been exploring innovative
avenues to bring in more revenue. This includes capitalizing on the increasing viewership and
engagement in esports through digital platforms and streaming services. By monetizing
content creation, advertising, and sponsorship opportunities, esports in Wales can tap into

additional revenue streams to support its growth and sustain the industry's expansion.

Looking ahead, Wales is in a development stage, actively seeking ways to bring in more
revenue and further support the growth areas within the esports industry. This may involve
collaborations with local businesses, attracting international investors, and nurturing local

talent to compete at the highest levels.

WHATS AHEAD

Looking ahead, Esports Wales has an exciting roadmap for the upcoming year. Here are some

of the key initiatives and focus areas that we plan to undertake:

Expansion of Esports Wales Academy Program: We will continue to enhance and expand our

Esports Wales Academy Program, offering comprehensive training, coaching, and mentorship

10|Page


https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2022-01-01&to=2022-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2021-01-01&to=2021-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2020-01-01&to=2020-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2022-01-01&to=2022-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2021-01-01&to=2021-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2020-01-01&to=2020-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2022-01-01&to=2022-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2021-01-01&to=2021-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false
https://reporting.xero.com/!v!lz3/v1/Run?reportId=03c7cfe2-1503-4f5a-89cf-3e97a2f61b67&from=2020-01-01&to=2020-12-31&grossBasis=false&isAccountCodeAndName=false

opportunities to aspiring esports players. Our aim is to foster the growth of talent and provide

a pathway for promising individuals to pursue successful careers in esports.

Delivery completed with Princes Trust in Cardiff.

Welsh Esports League Development: Building upon the success of the Welsh Esports League,
we will further develop and refine the league structure, ensuring a seamless and engaging
experience for participants. We plan to introduce new game titles, implement innovative

formats, and expand the reach of the league across more regions in Wales.

Education Partnerships: We will strengthen our collaborations with educational institutions,

working closely with schools, colleges, and universities to promote esports qualifications and
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integrate esports curricula. By offering educational pathways and resources, we aim to support

students in pursuing their passion for esports while acquiring valuable skills and knowledge.

Grassroots Engagement:. We will continue to prioritize grassroots engagement and
community initiatives, organizing local tournaments, workshops, and events to connect with
esports enthusiasts at all levels. These activities aim to foster a sense of community, provide

opportunities for skill development, and promote inclusivity within the esports ecosystem.

Professional Competitions and Showcases: We plan to host high-profile esports competitions,
inviting top players and teams to showcase their skills and compete for prestigious titles. These
events will not only attract a large audience but also elevate the profile of Welsh esports talent

on the national and international stage.

Industry Collaboration and Networking: We will actively seek collaborations with industry
stakeholders, brands, and organizations to foster partnerships that can benefit the esports
community. By connecting players, teams, sponsors, and industry professionals, we aim to

create opportunities for growth, innovation, and collaboration within the esports industry.

Outreach and Public Awareness: Esports Wales will continue to raise public awareness about
the benefits and opportunities offered by esports. Through media engagement, community
outreach programs, and educational campaigns, we aim to challenge stereotypes, promote
esports as a legitimate career path, and encourage inclusivity and diversity within the esports

community.

These are just a few highlights of what lies ahead for Esports Wales in the coming year. We
remain committed to our mission and look forward to making a significant impact on the

esports landscape in Wales, empowering individuals, and advancing the industry.
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THIS IS OUR GAME
THIS IS ESPORTS WALES

#REPTHEDRAGON

13|Page



